
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nanogirl Live! 
Production Team 2021 
 
Can you help us bring our explosive live science theatre tour to life this year? 
 
 
 
 
Entertaining, educational and explosive, this one-of-a-kind Kiwi production 
is hitting the road later in 2021 with a tour of New Zealand. 
 
We are seeking brilliant production partners to join us on this project. 
  



The Opportunity in a Nutshell 
 
 
The Project 
 
Nanogirl™, our science superhero, engineers her way in and out of trouble using science, tech and 
engineering skills.   
 
Since 2016, Nanogirl has appeared on stages around New Zealand in ‘Nanogirl Live!’ – story-driven, 
explosive live science shows created for family audiences, specifically aimed at inspiring young 
people to think positively about STEM, and believe in their own abilities to take part in STEM day to 
day. 
 
We are planning our fifth national tour of New Zealand and are looking for brilliant theatre production 
professionals to join the project. 
 
 
What we Need 
 
We are seeking one or more partners to work with us on the planning and production of our New 
Zealand tour later this year.  Specifically, we are looking for a Tour Producer (working directly with 
our internal staff to pull the project together), a Production & Technical Manager (managing venue 
relationships, technical requirements etc), and touring technical crew (lighting, sound / AV, stage 
management, truck driver). 
 
These skills may be delivered by individual contractors, by an organisation able to provide a broad 
range of these services, or by some combination thereof. 
 
 
What we don’t want 
 
We are not looking for a promoter on this project.  In New Zealand, we produce and promote our 
own tours.  If you are a promoter with interests in overseas markets (when travel permits), we would 
be interested in hearing from you about possible future collaborations. 
 
 
A bit about us 
 
Everyone, everywhere should have the opportunity to dream bigger and achieve more through 
a meaningful relationship with STEM – science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 
 
We work globally with our partners to bring that vision to life - designing, creating and delivering 
products and experiences that bring about meaningful change. 
  
We strive to do well by doing good.  Everything we do is designed to be commercially successful, 
and genuinely impactful.  We measure and report on the impact of everything we do, and bake social 
impact into every project, including our live theatre work. 
  
Science is for everyone, and increasing diversity and inclusion in STEM fields is one of the key 
outcomes of our work.  We specialise in designing inclusive ways to reach and empower wide 
audiences, including those who are too often left behind. 
 
Nanogirl Labs was founded in 2016 by Joe Davis and Dr Michelle Dickinson MNZM.  Based in 
Ponsonby, Auckland, the team work with hundreds of thousands of learners each year, and have 
fans in more than 127 countries around the world. 
 



The Project 
 
Nanogirl Live! shows combine live science demonstrations, strong narrative storylines, physical 
comedy and high production values to create an ‘edutainment’ experience like no other.  It’s like 
science, technology and engineering meets pantomime, with explosions. 
 
Two performers are on stage – Nanogirl, played by Dr Michelle Dickinson MNZM, and Boris played 
by Gareth Baston. 
 
We are crazy passionate about theatre and live performance, both as an art form and as an 
incredibly powerful way to share stories and knowledge.  We measure the impact of everything we 
do, and have proven the effectiveness of our work to change hearts.  This is an important and urgent 
mission – as well as a great night out for families around the country! 
 
The tour is still in its planning phase, but is expected to visit between 7 and 10 venues across North 
and South Islands.  For reference / scale, venues previously visited include: 
 
 Kiri te Kanawa Theatre, Auckland 
 Bruce Mason Centre, Auckland 
 Opera House, Wellington 
 Isaac Theatre Royal, Christchurch 
 Baycourt, Tauranga 
 Regent on Broadway, Palmerston North 
 TSB Showplace, New Plymouth 
 Turner Centre, Kerikeri 
 
Tour dates will be confirmed shortly for Q4 2021.  In the interest of time we are seeking applications / 
expressions of interest pending availability confirmation.   
 
The roles sought here will be well supported by Nanogirl Labs’ staff, including Executive Producer 
Joe Davis (Founder & CEO, Nanogirl Labs).  Joe produced the first three tours with an assistant, 
transitioning to an oversight and support role in 2019.  The Producer of that tour has gone on to lead 
a national STEM education charity (we’re super proud of her!) – our goal is to find an experienced 
producer to take on the project, bringing their own magic and drawing on Joe’s knowledge of our 
prior touring experience where relevant. 
 
 
Useful online resources: 
 
https://youtu.be/Usg0FqWwtIQ - audience feedback reel from a previous tour feat. some on-stage 
footage.   
 
https://nanogirl.co – Nanogirl’s home on the web 
 
https://www.nanogirllabs.com – our company website 
 

 
  



What We’re Looking For 
 
The table below sets out the specific roles we’re looking to fill.  More important than the roles though 
are the problems we are trying to solve – if you have a different idea of how we might best deliver a 
brilliant tour, we would love to hear from you. 
 

Role Description 
Tour Producer Take the lead in bringing this touring production to life.  You’ll 

work with our Executive Producer, internal team members, venues 
and suppliers to manage this project through to its successful 
conclusion. 
 
You’re super organised, a good communicator, reliable, work well 
in teams, and have proven experience producing live theatre, 
ideally in multi-venue tours. 

Production Manager Work with the Tour Producer and wider project team to 
successfully deliver the production aspects of the tour, including: 
 

• Managing the production team 
• Venue liaison re technical and production requirements 
• Supporting Health & Safety planning 
• Specifying and managing technical equipment hire 
• Managing transport and logistics for touring equipment 

(personnel movements will be managed by our in-house 
team), including liaison with our specialist transport 
partners. 

 
You know theatrical production, and have large, effective networks 
across the theatrical production industry.  Comfortable with detail 
and documentation, you have proven experience as a production 
manager, ideally in multi-venue tours.  You have a great working 
understanding of safe working practices in theatre, the associated 
documentation and systems, and are used to running crews to the 
highest standards of health, safety and welfare.  

Touring Crew LX Lead & Operator:  Take responsibility for all lighting 
requirements on tour – equipment management, installation 
(working with venue crew), operation and maintenance – to ensure 
a great result in each venue.  
 
Sound/AV Lead & Operator:  Take responsibility for all sound and 
audio-visual requirements on tour – equipment management, 
installation (working with venue crew), operation and maintenance 
– to ensure a great result in each venue.  
 
Tour Manager / Stage Manager:  Support and manage the touring 
team while on the road, making sure everyone knows where to be 
and when.  In venue, support the successful, safe execution of the 
show on-stage, and liaise with the venue as required to deliver a 
world-class audience experience. 
 

 
 
 
  



For Reference: How We’ve Approached Past Tours 
 
 A lot changed in our business during the COVID-19 pandemic, and as such 2021 is a 
prudent time for us to re-evaluate our approach to our touring projects - and so to review our key 
supplier relationships.  In the past, the roles above have been met as follows: 
 
 Tour Producer:  Nanogirl Labs internal staff 
  
 Production Manager & Touring Crew:  Provided through a relationship with a small, 
Auckland-based production company Pilot Productions, formerly BurningBlack Productions.  
 
Note: We have enjoyed a great relationship with our previous supplier, collaborating on many 
projects in New Zealand and overseas.  They are invited to join this open pitch process, and we 
hope they will do so.  It is important to note that we are genuinely in the market, and that as such no 
advantage will be afforded to the incumbent in our selection process. 
 
 
Our Approach to Partnering 
 
We’re on a mission to change the world, and we can only do that with great people and 
organisations alongside us. 
 
Since we founded Nanogirl Labs in 2016, we’ve placed a huge emphasis on deep, enduring strategic 
partnerships.  We believe in working together with great people over the long term to achieve our 
mission – and we think it should be fun along the way. 
 
We think hard about the value exchange in our relationships, and strive to make sure that our 
relationships make sense for both / all parties involved. 
 
We treat our partners as we’d like to be treated ourselves, and live by a really clear set of values as a 
team.  We invite anyone who engages with us to hold us to account around these values. 
 

1. Surprise & Delight – we deliver exceptional experiences at every turn 
2. Passionate – we care and are deeply driven by our mission.  We have a lot to achieve, and 

work hard to get it done. 
3. Effective – we deliver.  We do what we say we’ll do, and a bit more, and we do it well. 
4. Inclusive – we welcome and celebrate difference, and practice empathy & compassion. 
5. Learning – we can always be better, and we find the learning opportunities in all that we do. 
6. Honest – we value our integrity above all else. 

 
 

How to Apply 
 
Please apply by 5pm, Wednesday 12th May 2021 to work@nanogirllabs.com.   
Please submit any questions no later than 5pm Friday 7th May to work@nanogirllabs.com.  
 
Individual Applicants 
If you are an individual interested in one or more of the roles, please submit your CV and covering 
letter, along with an indication of your usual rates. 
 
Company Applicants 
If you are interested in delivering the outcomes above as a company, in whole or in part, please 
submit an outline of your services, typical approach and indicative rates We will be hiring lighting, 
sound and projection equipment for this tour – please indicate your approach to managing these 
hireages in your pitch. 
 
[ENDS] 


